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Abstract

Inspired by the theory of “Internationalization at Home”, the landscape history course at Shanghai Jiao Tong University carries
out research on students’ international design thinking through comparative studies of Chinese and foreign landscape history.
Through multi-level case studies, students learned design language in terms of design philosophy, methods and characteristics
and compared similarities and differences. Based on cross-culture design language study, their confidence in the international
levels of personal design thinking is improved. The research uses questionnaires and sign tests to assess learning outcomes.
From 2019 to 2021, experiments in three classes reveal that the majority of students got to know more foreign gardens after
classes, and their self-ranking scores improved obviously. Sign tests reveal that the changes at the class level are significant. The
landscape history course has uniquely diverse cultural content, which is particularly useful for developing international perspec-
tives, cultivating global citizen awareness and establishing cultural tolerance and sensitivity. It can realize international design
thinking improvement based on local classroom teaching.
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Fig. 1 The sign test standards for this research
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Tab. 1 Students’ average self-ranking scores of international design thinking
FE BIF 8D TL DT E LB/ %
Academic year Changes in average self-ranking scores Students rate of ranking improvement
2018-2019 +1.43 73.68
2019-2020 +2.30 85.00
2020-2021 +1.59 72.73
R2 HSRBLER
Tab.2 Sign Test results
¥E 5 s 558,05% % HR B
Academic year * 9% Relations between S and S, 5 H,acceptance
2018-2019 64 8 56 8 23 S<S, 5 H AT
2019-2020 35 1 34 1 11 S<S, 5 H AT
2020-2021 17 1 16 1 4 S<S, 5 H AT
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Fig. 3 Self-ranking scores of international design thinking before and after the classes
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Tab. 3 Students’ valuation on comparative studies of Chinese and foreign gardens
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Academic year Very helpful Helpful Not helpful Not clear
2019-2020 80.43% 17.39% 0 2.17%
2020-2021 50.00% 36.36% 13.64% 0
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Tab. 4 Students’ valuation on comparative case studies of improving their comprehension of

landscape design thinking
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Academic year Obvious effects No obvious effects No effect
2019-2020 95.65% 4.35% 0
2020-2021 100% 0 0
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Tab. 5 Students’ opinions on whether landscape history courses have improved international design
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