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Public Space Governance of Rural Communities near Metropolitan
Areas: Taking Huandong Village in Shanghai as an Example
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Abstract

In rural neighborhoods near metropolitan areas, the transition zone between urban and rural areas, the bidirectional flows of popu-
lation and resources challenge the governance of public space in rural neighborhoods, which has gone beyond improving physical
environments. This paper examines the concepts and characteristics of rural public spaces. According to the features of “transition
and integration” in suburban villages of metropolises, it puts forward the goals of public space governance: meeting the diverse
needs of different residential groups and building a community consensus on publicity. In the context of the Planning Guidelines
of Rural Community-life Circle in Shanghai, the paper proposes the value orientations of public space governance that may ensure
fairness and tolerance for differences, guarantee a bottom line of quality improvement, provide protection and flexible utilization
of features, as well as integrate different functions of space with community engagement. It explains its opinions and offers gov-
ernance strategies for the vision of rural public spaces near metropolitan areas. Exemplified with Huandong Village adjacent to
Shanghai Zhangjiang Hi-Tech Park, drawing on the scenario guidance method in the Guidelines, it provides four representative
scenarios: local contexts emphasize the identification and strengthening of the characteristics of endogenous public space, intensive
innovation drives the creative use of scattered and inefficient spaces, future business startups focus on the quality improvement of
embedded public spaces and their facilitation of the entire environment, and participation and integration scenario guides the build-
ing of community consensus.
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B FZES52F (R ahttps:/interactioninstitute.org/illustrating-
equality-vs-equity/)
Fig. 1 Equality and equity
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Fig.2 Water system of Huandong Village
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E3 HARIIBEREE (R )
Fig. 3 Aerial photo of part of Huandong Village

E4 “BEBIRS" BRQIT (FHT 4H)
Fig. 4 Scenario design "Combined Newsstand"
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Fig.5 Talent apartment in Huandong Village
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Fig. 6 Self-service kiosk
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Tab. 1 Main issues of the questionnaire on public space and everyday needs
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Fig. 7 Framework of public space governance of rural communities near metropolitan areas
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