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A Study on the Similarities and Differences of the Paving Patterns of Classical Gardens

in Suzhou and Yangzhou
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Abstract

The Chinese classical garden has a long history of paving. It is mainly composed of carefully selected pebbles,
gravel, tiles, bricks, and other materials to form delicate patterns with rich meanings. The contents and forms are
rich and colorful, including flowers, birds, fish and insects, allusions, myths, articles, reflecting the ancients’ aesthetic
preferences and expectations. The classical gardens in Suzhou and Yangzhou are both private in the south of the
Yangtze River. They have the same choice of paving materials and simiar paving methods and graphic implications.
However, due to the differences in both culture and environment, as well as the different service class, plus the
influence of drawing styles in the two places, and the change of viewing angle, garden paving in Suzhou in many
aspects are different from Yangzhou, such as scale, paving method, pattern selection, etc.
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